Extracts from Speech by Mr Wong Kan Seng, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister For Home Affairs, at "The World Religions And The Search For Peaceful Co-Existence"
The Case for Interfaith Dialogue


Singapore recognises that interfaith dialogue is an important way of promoting peace and stability between different religious communities.  Maintaining harmonious relations requires constant communication and contact.  


In the light of events such as Sept 11, the Iraq war, the July 2005 London bombings and other recent incidents which have affected religious and ethnic relations, it is crucial that the Government, as well as community and religious leaders, step up efforts to prevent distrust and misunderstanding from fomenting here in Singapore.  This is especially important in view of increasing religious fervour in the local context.  


Indeed, studies and media reports point to a trend of growing religiosity among Singaporeans.  One concern is that increased religious fervour might lead to a sense of exclusivity that hinders understanding and interaction between the different faiths.  Thus, while spirituality is important, as Singaporeans become more religious, they must continue to engage in frank and open interfaith interaction.  They should not perceive interaction with other religions as a compromise of their beliefs…
For the full version of the speech by Mr Wong Kan Seng, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs, at "The World Religions And The Search For Peaceful Co-Existence", please refer to http://stars.nhb.gov.sg/stars/public/viewHTML.jsp?pdfno=20070102998  
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