NEWS RELEASE

Project Encouragement successfully launched!

10 JAN 2009, SINGAPORE——— Based on the belief that children are instrumeintal
supporting their parents in times of economic rsices 9 youths from the Singapore Inter-Faith
Youth Network (SIFY) organised Project Encouragemershow their juniors how.

40 children from different races and faith learatto build trust and resilience to face tough
times ahead through interactive workshops led bydthh volunteers. They are from the
Harmony Centre, Hindu Centre, Kong Meng San Phaok IS2e Monastery, NUS Interfaith
Interest Group, Taoist Federation Youth Group, @nd Church of St. Mary’s of the Angels.

Addressing the youths at Project EncouragementpoalyCentral Singapore Community
Development Council and Chairman of OnePeople.sgaitudin Nordin said, “These are
tough times for us. This is the time for us to slfemmpassion and understanding by giving our
family and friends love, support and encouragemBms support makes it easier for us to
survive difficult times.”

“I want to make a difference,” said Benjamin MahBaha'i and a 21-year-old facilitator from
the NUS Interfaith Interest Group. “This workshapeg me the opportunity to make this
difference by encouraging children to make thetragtisions when their family needs support.”

Said Buddhist Cheng Mun Yi, 18, “Some of the kidsreva little shy at first, but the engaging
activities got them singing and moving. It is migfitime having fun with so many kids from
other religions.”

“This is excellent! We should not spend unnecelstxihelp our parents save money,” said
Sivapriya Chandrasegaran, 10, a Hindu student Rark View Primary School.

An Encouragement Goose was chosen as the projeatsot as geese constantly give each
other support by taking turns to lead the flock aadng for the sick and injured. Local indie
band Black Forest even composed ‘Yes We Can’,elisong to help the children find strength
and hope in hard times. The youths from SIFY Nekvwadso designed brochures and fridge
magnets listing useful contact information for théldren and their families to turn to in times of
adversity. Needy families may refertitip://encourage.zeness.coiov this list.

Project Encouragement is supported by Inter-RalgiOrganisation Singapore, TRUST Central,
Central Singapore CDC, OnePeople.sg, and Youngd&makers.

Media Contact: Cell Tono Lim, Project Leader for Project Encouragement
9765 4322, cell@kmspks.org



Ice breakers!
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Game masters in a family skit




Can you believe this is the first time they met?




Mayor pinning down his words of encouragement for g!
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All singing the encouragement song, Yes We Can!




A simple hug can make_yo_l_Jr family member smile anéeel encouraged!
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Encouragement Cards
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Left: Mayor’s encouragement! Right: Young one’s enouragement for his
father

If we have the sense of 4 goose,

¥ we have the sense of 2 goase.
we will stdnd by each other like that!

we will stand by each other like that!
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All of us had a wonderful time together!




