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Ex-foes link up
to promote
religious tolerance

Pastor and imam, once
embroiled in Nigerian
conflict, now travel to
spread interfaith peace

They started cart as enemics, lead-
ing armed militias against sach ath-
er when religious conflict rocked
narthern Mijgeria in the 19905,
But now, Pastor James Wuaye, a
Christian, and Imam Muhammad
[ Ashafa, a Muatim, travel the world

iopether promating good interfaith
relations.

Yesterday, ¢ recounted thelr
dramatic shory of reconciliation to
250 religions, communkty and grass-
roots beaders from Singapore at a di-
alogme organised by Onelfeoplesg
= the national body for racial has-
maony - at Capitol Tower's ST1 Aucdi-
lorium.

Holding up his right hand; a
prosthesis, Mr Wye said; "Years
ago, tmam and his group ait it off
pecause we did not know how o
talk.”

1t was at a meeting among com-
ity Jeaders in May 1995, which
both men attended, that they be-
gan memllngl fences after a govern-
ment official challenged them 1o
wirk together,

The two men liad lost close rela-
tives and friends to the violence
where fatalities numbered in the
thousands becae of communal
clashis. Susphclous of each other at
first, they eventually became
frienwds after Mr Ashafa showed care
and concern for Mr Whaye after the
Intter’s mother died.

Together in 1996, they set up In-
ter-falth Mediation Cenime i Kadu-
na, Migeria, which aims to cultivate
peaceful relationships between the
Christian and Muslim commani-
ties.

It s very expensive o fight a
war; it s cheaper to maintain
peace,” sald Mr Wuye,
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N Ashafa (beft) and Mr Wiye used to bead armed militias againit sach other
in & religlous conflict in Nigera in the 1990

Mr Ashafa said inclusiveness
was of the utmost mportance and
that religlows beaders should be true
fo their faiths yet be able (o accept
other religions for what they are.

He safck: "1t not about o melt-
ing pot; It's about being a salad
bowl, In salad, everything Is
unibgque, stands out on (s own and
togethes they form a nice flavour.”

Both speakers sald Singapore
wis 0 good model of interfaith todes-
ance, and can be an example to oth-
er countrics racked by religious vio-
lence.

Also spealing at the event, Min-
fster for Community Develapment,
Youth and Sports Vivian Balakrish-
nan sl the diakogue was 8 “very

salutary lesson for Singapore not to
take things for granted®

He cautioned against intoler-
ance and aggressive proselytisation
which could harm community oo
heslon.

He added: "In Singapore, we've
seen examples of how caretess com-
mients by religious leaders can cre-
ate misunderstandings, Fortunate-
Iy, those concerned were willing 1o
apologise prompily and, even more
imprtantly, other religious groups
were willing to accept the apalo-

Earller this year, Pastor Rony
Tan, founder of the Lighthouse
Evangelism chirrch, made the news
wiven video clips of him making in-
appropriate remarks about
dhism and Taoksm surfaced online

He evenitually apelogised to the
leaders of the Singapore Buddhist
Federation and Taobst Federation,
prromising to work o improing n-
tesfaith relationships,

MP Zainadin Nerdin, chalrman
of OnePeoplesg, sald the messige
shiared by the speakers was a power-
ful and Hmely one.

e said: “Whille we can be prosd
of the progrss we have made o
far, racial and religious harmany 15
ot @ natural state of affairs, It re-
quires effort, and 1s something we
can never take for granded.”
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